NOMINEE FORM

Name MEL WILSON

Name of Employer Mel Wilson & Associates

Your Job Title Realtor - Real Estate Asset Manager
Number of Organizations 15

Organization Name & City Pacoima Property Owners Association
Volunteer Dates of Service 1978 - 1989

Position(s) Held

Board Member

Organization Name & City

Pacoima Chamber of Commerce

Volunteer Dates of Service

1979 - 1992

Position(s) Held

Board officer such as chair, vice chair, secretary

Organization Name & City

Pacoima Enterprise Zone Advisory Commission

Volunteer Dates of Service

1984 - 1986

Position(s) Held

Board officer such as chair, vice chair, secretary

Organization Name & City

CSUN President Advisory Board

Volunteer Dates of Service

1981 - 1998

Position(s) Held

Board member

Organization Name & City

United Chambers of Commerce

Volunteer Dates of Service

1982 - 1992

Position(s) Held

Board officer such as chair, vice chair, secretary

Organization Name & City

Los Angeles County Countywide Citizen Planning Council

Volunteer Dates of Service

1987 - 1992

Position(s) Held

Board officer such as chair, vice chair, secretary

Organization Name & City

Valley Economic Alliance

Volunteer Dates of Service

1994 - 2002

Position(s) Held

Board member

Organization Name & City

Multi-Cultural Alliance for Urban Change

Volunteer Dates of Service

1992 - Present

Position(s) Held

Board member

Organization Name & City

Southland Regional Association of Realtors

Volunteer Dates of Service

1982 - Present

Position(s) Held

Board officer such as chair, vice chair, secretary

Organization Name & City

L.A. County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Volunteer Dates of Service

1993-1997 -- 2010-2013

Position(s) Held

Board member

Organization Name & City

L.A. City Fire Commission

Volunteer Dates of Service

1997-2002

Position(s) Held

Board officer such as chair, vice chair, secretary

Organization Name & City

National Association of Realtors

Volunteer Dates of Service

1997-2016
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Position(s) Held

Board member

Organization Name & City

L.A. City Small Business Advisory Commission

Volunteer Dates of Service

1979-1986

Position(s) Held

Board member

Organization Name & City

Valley Independence

Volunteer Dates of Service

2001-2002

Position(s) Held

Committee chair, committee member

Organization Name & City

California Association of Realtors

Volunteer Dates of Service

1986-present

Position(s) Held

Board member

How did you get started in
volunteer service?

| started volunteering as a member of Boy Scouts of America Troop 16 in
the City of San Fernando. Pacoima was a under resource community, a
food desert, where low-income housing projects, landfills and heavy
industrial uses were located. | joined the Property Owners Assoc. and the
Pacoima Chamber of Commerce to fight for community improvements.
As the founding Chair of the Pacoima Enterprise Zone Advisory
Commission, we competed and won designation to be one of the first 10
California Enterprise Zones. My bride Bessie and | served for 37-years as
the Chatsworth Foursquare Gospel Church as Christian Education
Directors & Sunday School teachers.

Why do you continue to serve as a
volunteer?

As a person of faith, | believe that G-d gave us a purpose in life and the
gifts to fulfill that purpose. Paraphrasing the Jewish Elder Hillel, "if not me
who, if not now when?" When | see a problem or challenge that requires,
time and attention, that | am passionate about. | volunteer to make a
positive difference.

What are your specific goals for the
future as you continue volunteering?

Homeownership and investment housing is a steppingstone for creating
generational wealth. | have a passion for creating workforce housing
opportunities that leads to closing the homeownership gap. | will use my
license as a REALTOR, my transit expert as former Metro Board member,
my experience and my housing advocacy skills, to work with for profit and
non-profit housing developers to create affordable workforce housing for
Los Angeles workers near transit corridors.

Photo Upload

Mel-Wilson-City-Hall.ipeg

Biographical Resume
Upload (2 pages max)

Fernando-Awards-Mel-Wilson-Bio-2023.docx
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Mel Wilson Realtor, Asset Manager and Community Advocate

Mel Wilson moved with his mother, grandmother, and siblings from rural Alabama to Los
Angeles when he was a young boy. His (single) mother cleaned houses for $12/day but still
made sure she provided her children with the educational opportunities to excel and succeed.
Mel quickly understood the value of hard work and education, graduating with a business
degree from CSUN, where he was an All-American football player. Mel was a 5" round NFL draft
pick of the New York Football Giants, played for the Kansas City Chiefs and the Calgary
Stampeder in the CFL. He built a successful real estate business and has concentrated on

helping first-time homebuyers to achieve the American Dream, creating jobs, and advocating for
affordable housing and an end to redlining.

Civic respect for Mel Wilson multiplied. He became a trusted local leader with a reputation for
having a level head and a strong focus on doing what's right for everyday hard-working people.
Three Los Angeles mayors, Tom Bradley, Richard Riordan and Antonio Villariagosa tapped him
to serve on commissions, including the Metro Board and Fire Commission. Due to his integrity
and public policy wisdom Mel volunteered to improve the quality of life for Angelenos. A LA
City and County commissioner and community advocate, Mel Wilson, focuses on results. He's
brought grocery stores into neighborhoods that were formerly food deserts and facilitated
economic development and small business supports in historically left-behind areas.

Mel Wilson's contributions also included working with the Valley Economic Alliance assisting the
in the San Fernando Valley recovery after the Northridge Earthquake. As a two-time appointee
to the Metro Board, he was the Valley's strongest advocate public transit, bringing the Metro
North Hollywood and Universal Stations. He led the way to secure the East San Fernando Valley
Light Rail Project, the Valley's only light rail project.

As vice president of the Los Angeles City Fire Commission he convince the L.A. City Council to
hire 500 new paramedic making securing 24/7 paramedic coverage in fire stations citywide.

He is a frequent speaker and national Subject Matter Expert (SME) in several fields including
residential and commercial real estate, transit community development, workforce housing, land

use policies, and public policy equity.

Mel is the father of three adult children and lives in Northridge with Bessie, his bride of 50 years.
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Education & Outreach

Bachelor Science Business Administration Management, California State University,
Northridge CA

Master of Commercial Real Estate MRE, Columbia College

California State University Northridge, (CSUN) Adjunct Professor for Real Estate Courses
Conducted Home Buyer Education Seminars for Consumers

Conducted Home Buyer Education Seminars for CSUN Faculty, Staff and Administrators
Developed and Implemented CRA) Compliance Programs for Wells Fargo Bank
Developed and Implemented CRA Compliance Programs for Bank of America

Public Service Awards

Volunteer of the Year, Los Angeles County Regional Planning Department, President
Distinguished Service Award, Valley Intercommunity Council (VIC)

Armand Arabian Community Service Award, Encino Chamber of Commerce

C.K. Tseng Leadership Award, North Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce

Top Fabulous 50 Business Alumni, California State University, Northridge David Nazarian
College of Business and Economics

Valley of The Stars Humanitarian Award, Valley Economic Alliance

Outstanding Achievement Award, United States Postal Service

Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee, California State University, Northridge

Regional Government

Los Angeles Countywide Citizens Regional Planning Advisory Council, President
Los Angeles City Business Tax Advisory Commission, Member

Los Angeles City Fire Commission, Vice President

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority Board appointed by Mayors
Richard Riordan and Antonio Villariagosa

Metro Budget, Finance Audit, Committee Chair

Metro Transit Operations Committee, Chair

Metro Planning & Programming Committee, Member

Metro Construction Committee, Member

Metro Member Real Estate Committee, Member

Pacoima Property Owner's Association, Member

Pacoima Chamber of Commerce, President

Pacoima Enterprise Zone Advisory Commission, Founding Chairman

United Chambers of Commerce of the San Fernando Valley, President
Southland Regional Chamber of Commerce, President

Valley Economic Alliance, Founding Board Member
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United Way Child Care Committee, Member

Real Estate Industry Service, Other Experience and Credentials

National Association of Realtor FPC for U.S. Senator Alex Padilla

Business owner and Realtor for over four decades

Former Coldwell Banker, RE/MAX franchisee, and Independent Broker Owner
Director 19-years, National Association of Realtors

Realtor Emeritus, National Association of Realtors

California Association of Realtors (CAR) Director for Life

Southland Regional Association of Realtors (SRAR) 11,000 members, President
Realtor of the Year, Southland Regional Association of Realtors

Legislative Housing Advocate 30-years, Southland Regional Association of Realtors
Kodak All-America Football 1st Team, College Division I, American Football Coaches
Association

National Football League New York Football Giants 5™ round draft, Kansas City Chiefs
Canadian Football League Football Player, Calgary Stampeders
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NOMINATOR FORM #1

Nominee Name MEL WILSON

Nominee Employer Mel Wilson & Associates
Are you nominating as an individual (yourself) | Individual

or as an organization?

Organization Contact Name Bob Khalsa

Tell us why you or your organization believes
this nominee is deserving to be the 2023
Fernando Award Recipient

An outstanding citizen of the Valley. A CSUN business degree
graduate who was a CFL & NFL player. He is a Realtor, housing
advocate, successful business owner & civic leader for over 4
decades.

Achievements:

Founding Board Member of VEA

Realtor of the Year 1991 & President 1997 of Southland Regional
Association of Realtors

As Past President, Pacoima Chamber of Commerce he facilitated
Pacoima'’s first shopping center

As Founding Chairman of the Pacoima Enterprise Zone Advisory
Commission, facilitated creation of 100s of pvt sectors jobs

NAR Federal Political Coordinator for U.S. Senator Alex Padilla
As Metro Board Member secured 2 valley rail stations and 1 light
rail system

CSUN President Advisory Board Member for 20 yrs
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NOMINATOR FORM #2

Nominee Name MEL WILSON

Nominee Employer Mel Wilson & Associates

Are you nominating as an individual (yourself) or | Individual
as an organization?

Organization Contact Name Lee Kanon Alpert

Tell us why you or your organization believes this | Mel is consistent, level headed, caring and continuously
nominee is deserving to be the 2023 Fernando giving back to the SFV without seeking accolades.
Award Recipient Served on important City and County Commissions,

bringing the SFV its due.

Mel always acts with ethics, morality and a caring for his
family and friends. A deeply religious man, guided by God.
He grew up in poverty, a minority he never once forgot his
roots, used poorness, minority status or others for
hampering growth and achievements.

Mel typifies what Fernando has stood for all of these years
for a lifetime of consistent important achievements and is
long past due for this award.

What is even more important is all that know Mel, think him
to be a nice and good person.

NOMINATOR FORM #3
Nominee Name MEL WILSON
Nominee Employer Mel Wilson & Associates

Are you nominating as an individual (yourself) or | Individual
as an organization?

Organization Contact Name Rich Pisani

Tell us why you or your organization believes this | My name is Rich Pisani. | am the current President of
nominee is deserving to be the 2023 Fernando Southland Regional Association of Realtors (SRAR). Mel
Award Recipient Wilson is a past president of SRAR. Mel has tirelessly been
an advocate for property owners in the San Fernando
Valley. Mel has been a Realtor for over 40 years and
working to better clients to fulfill their dreams of
homeownership. Mel has worked closely with the city of
Los Angeles, being appointed by various Mayor's to the
Metro Board and various other Council's. Mel always has
the cities best interest in mind and to better it. Mel would
be great Fernando Award recipient.
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